CONGRATULATIONS TO FOLSOM GARDEN CLUB’S
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS!

Shaye Aland

Senior Vista Del Lago High School-GPA 3.8
Major: Environmental Engineer/Science, Award $500

Shaye will be a first-year student at Montana State University this fall.
Shaye credits her AP Environmental Science class and a summer
internship with Wildlands as the reasons why she decided on a career
centered around conservation.

McKenna Atha

Freshman-California Polytechnic State University-GPA 3.7
Major: Plant Sciences, Award $3000

McKenna will continue her studies at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo in the
fall to pursue her degree in Plant Sciences. McKenna had an initial
interest in working with plants, but it was a General Botany course that
broadened her understanding of plant biology. This experience
motivated her to delve into the fields of plant pathology, restoration
ecology, and sustainable agriculture. This is McKenna’s second year
receiving a FGC scholarship.

Kathy Gee

Junior-American River College
& Consumnes River College-GPA 3.7
Major: Horticulture & General Agriculture, Award $500

Kathy is a Placer County Master Gardner and is pursuing dual Associate
of Science degrees in Horticulture and General Agriculture. Her
occupational objectives are to be a Certified ISA Arborist and

community garden developer. This is Kathy’s second year of being a FGC
Scholarship recipient.
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Anna Kessler

Sophomore-University of California, Los Angeles-GPA 3.5
Major: Ecology, Behavior and Evolution,
Award $3000

Anna grew up on her family’s dairy farm, which shaped her passion
for the natural world. One of her favorite places,

a cabin near Lassen National Park, was impacted by the 2021 Dixie ]
Fire. This prompted her dedication to the environment and her resolve to restore and protect
ecosystems. Her occupational goal is to become a Field Research Biologist.

Sidney Salmon

Junior transfer to California State University, Sacramento-GPA 3.6
Major: Environmental Studies, Award $2500

Sidney will be transferring from Los Rios District Colleges to
California State University, Sacramento this fall. Sidney
describes herself as having an unwavering commitment to
environmental stewardship. It was 18 months spent with the

California Conservation Corp that fostered her love of "
nature. Sidney’s career goal is to be an Environmental Scientist for the state of California.

Miranda Smith

Junior transfer to University of California, Berkeley-GPA 3.2
Major: Ecosystem Management and Forestry, Award $2500

Miranda has been attending local community colleges and will be
transferring to University of California, Berkeley this fall. Miranda
describes herself as having a deep connection to nature and a love
of the outdoors. Miranda’s professional goal is to work in the field of
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Forestry with a focus on conservation and restoration. Her long-term goal is to become a
registered professional forester.

Nicholas Wong

Freshman-University of California, Davis -GPA 3.6
Major: Plant Science, Award $3000

Nicholas will be continuing at UC Davis this fall to pursue
his degree in Plant Sciences. Nicholas believes gardening
with his dad and grandparents sparked his interest in plants '
and saving our environment. Nicholas spent part of his first

year working at the campus greenhouse for the UC Davis Aquaculture
Extension lab. His goal is to become a plant breeder and work within the seed industry,
or on a team developing new crop strains that resist drought.




